Year 5 Guided Reading: Non-fiction Texts

This term we are exploring the Victorian Era. Non-fiction texts are a great way to
learn more about how people lived in the past. Once you have read through your

text of choice, answer the comprehension auestions. Remember to use your reading

skills that we focus on in lessons.

Here’s a auick reminder of the reading skills you might need to answer comprehension

auestions:

Vocabulary Questions Retrieval Questions

2b: Retrieve and record information/identdy bey detadls from fiction | 2¢ Summarise main idens [rom more than cae parogragh.
and non-fiction.

Vocabulary Victor is there to help you Rex Retriever is there to help you to go Summarising Sheba is there to remind you
work out the meaning of unknown words into a text and just simply retrieve the to summarise the main point(s) or main

and phrases using context clues. facts and key details. event(s) of a paragraph or text.
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Inference Questions Prediction Questions

| - Idestifgfexplain how information/narrative content is relatod and
centributes 10 meaning as & whole

evidence from the ted

Jrom the textfexplain and justdy inf with ‘ I 2¢ Pradict what evight happen from details statet and implied I

2h: Make comparisons within the teet

Inference Iggy will help you hunt for clues Predicting Pip tries to see the future and

in a text about how someone might be she will hel
> p you to work out what might
fecling or why something ls Kappening. happen next from clues in the text.

Cassie the Commentator discusses the
content of a paragraph/text and
compares events and characters.

Can you do the same?

& o

=

There are three versions of the text below, each with their own set of
auestions. The more stars there are, the more challenging the task is.
Choose whether you would like to complete the one star, two star or three

star challenge.



Living in the Victorian Workhouse

What Were Workhouses?

Workhouses were large buildings where poor people who had no home or job
lived. People would do jobs oround the workhouse in order to stoy there to
have a roof cwer their heads. It was seen os a way for the poor to support
themsehes but many fexred going there. As well as the poor, arphaned children,
the sick, disabled, elderly ond unmarried mothers were also wsunlly sent to the
warkhouse.

Living in o workhouse wos the lost
thing people wanted to do. If o
man with a fomily had to enter o
warkhouse, his whale fomily hod to
go with him. It was thought to be
shomeful becouse it meant he could
not lock after his own family and he
could not get a job.

Families in a Workhouse

The men, women, and children lived in different parts of the building. Children
anly spent a short omount of time each week with their porents. Large groups
slept in the some room and maony were made to share beds.

Children had lexsons in reading, writing, maths and religion. However, teachers
wiere often cruel. Children were not supposed to be hit, but there are reports that
they were aften hit with a ruler or stick in class.

Girls were tought how to sew os well as other skills thot would help them
become a maid when they left the workhouse ot fourteen yeors old.

Jobs in the Workhouse
Jobs in the workhouse involved a bot of hord work. Some af the jobs included:

stone breaking
grinding com
Men chopping wood
warking in the fields

laundry
cleaning
scrubbing walls and floars
sewing ond weoving
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ARSI S Victorian Workhouse

Bad Reputation

Workhouses became known for their terrible conditions and people starving there.
Many people, including the writer Charles Dickens, were ogainst their use.

8y 1929, new lows were introduced to allow workhouses to be turned into hospitals
and in 1930, workhouses were officially closed. Because of the number of people living
in workhouses, it took a number of years before all workhouses had disappeared.
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WICDEMOn WorEROLSE

Questions

1. Which of these groups was mot sent to the workhouse? Tick one.

(0 elderly

I wealthy

O disabled

f.:l orphoned children

2. What happened if a man with a family wos sent to the workhouse?

3. Which of these foods were part of daily meals? Tick twe.

|:| cheese

O wegetables
l:l bread

O fruit

4. Match the jobs to whether they were done by men ar women.

FreEn * * lewndry
* stone brenking
Wamen * I' wood chopping
* scrubbing walls

B. Fill in the missng waords.

Wor khouses became for their

conditions ond people there.




WICDEMOAR WorEhouseE
&. ‘What were many workhouwses turned into after 192972 Tick one.
() schools
l:l churches

l::l houses
0O hospitals

7. At the start of the text, it says that people feared going to the workhouse. Why do you

think this is? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.




Living in the Victorian Workhouse

What Were Workhouses?

Workhouses were large buildings where poor people who had no home or job
lived. It was introduced as part of the Poor Laws system, where those wha
woere paupers could live and work. It was intended as a place for people to

wiark themselves out of poverty, though many were seen as prizons for the poar,
arphaned children, the sick, disabled, elderly and unmaorried mothers.

Living in a workhouwse was the lost thing people wanted to do. If @ man with a
wiife and children had to enter a workhouse, his whole fomily had to go with

hirm. It wos thought to be shomeful becouse it meant he could not ook after his
awn family and he could not get a job.

Families in a Workhouse
The men, women, and children were housed in different parts of the building

and were kept apart os often as possible, even when not working. People were
crommed into os small o space as possble, with most people having to share
beds. This meant thot disenses, such as ringworm, spread easily.

Children hod lessons in reading, writing, maths and religion for three hours
a doy. However, teachers were often cruel. There were rules in place ocgainst
beating children but there are reparts that some were hit with a ruler ar stick in
closs. Girls were tought how to sew, as well os other skills that would help them
become a maid when they left the workhouse at fourteen years old.

Food was smaoll partions of plain, simple meals, usually bread, broth, cheese and
accasionally meat. Second helpings were strictly forbidden
and mony people went hungry. It wos a common

punizhment to miss mealtimes if you broke any rules.

Jobs in the Workhouse

Jabs in the workhouse involved o lot of herd wark.
Men were expected to perform tiring tosks, such
as stone breaking, grinding cormm, chopping wood
and working in the fields. Women were expected
to sew ond weowe, dean the laundry, scrub the
wealls and floors and other general clenning tosks.
Both men and women had to wark on unpicking

ald ropes, lnown os 'ookum’.




n ARG Victorian Workhouse

The working day in the workhouse was long. People would be woken early,
around 5 a.m., and aside from prayers and meal times, were expected to work
until they were sent to bed around 8 p.m.

Bad Reputation

\ Workhouses became known for their terrible conditions and people starving
there. Many people, including the writer Charles Dickens, were against their
use. Dickens famously used a workhouse as part of the setting for his book,
Oliver Twist, showing them to be cruel places.

By 1929, new laws were introduced to aliow workhouses to be turned into
hospitals and in 1930, workhouses were officially closed.

Because of the number of people living in workhouses, it took

a number of years before all workhouses had disappeared.
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Questions

1. What were workhouses introeduced as part of ¥ Tick one.

) The Workhouze Lows

() The poor Laws
) The Homeless Lows
Q The wharking Lows

d

0 the sick
O the wealthy
|:| the elderly

() the emploged

‘Which of these people were sent to the warkhouse? Tick two.

3  Find and copy a ward which meons squeezed.

B

. What food were people in the workhouse fed?

L

. Tick to soy whether ench job was done by men or women.

Juoh

S.:ru]:l:-in.ﬁ the walls ond floors

Working in the fields

Breaking stones

Sewing ond weoving

&. What was the name of the book written by Charles Dickens that is set in a workhouse.

Tick one.

CHiver Twist

QOOoo

Bad Reputotion

Cruel Teachers
The Poor Lows
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7. Why do you think it took a number of years for all workhouses to disappear? Use evidence

fr-:|r|1 the tewt to support your answer.

B. Why do you think people fecred being sent to the workhouse?
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Living in the Victorian Workhouse

What Were Workhouses?
Workhouses were large buildings where poor people who had no home ar job

lived. It was introduced as part of the Poor Lows system, where those who
woere paupers could live and work. It was intended as a place for people to
wiark themselwes out of poverty, though many were seen as prisons for the poar,
arphaned children, the sick, disabled, elderly and wunmorried mothers.

Living in a workhouse was the last thing people wanted to do. If @ man with a
wife and children had to enter a workhouse, his whole fomily hod to go with
hirm. It wos thought to be shomeful becouse it meant he could not look after his

awn family and he could not get a job.

Men, women, and children were housed in different parts of the building and
were kept apart as often as possible,

even when not warking. People were

crommed into os smoll o space as | Did You Know...?

possible, with most people hoving 0 | Fyrpiture in o workhouse was
share beds. This meant -thu.'l: if someane very basic ond Mﬂh
were o confract o diseose, swuch as wm#ﬂﬂﬂlﬂh
rengworm, it would quickly spread and mest did not have pillews &

throughout the workhouse. This mennt
these were seen as an unnecessary
thot many pecple fell ill ond died due to |

these conditions.

Children hod lessons in reading, writing,
maths and religion for around three howrs o doy. However, in 1836, it was decided
thot writing was not impartant for poor children to learn
so these lessons were no longer tought in workhouwses.
Teachers were often cruel and strict. There were rules in
ploce agoinst beating children but there are reports that
some were hit with a ruler or stick in class Girls

were toaught how to sew, as well as other skills
thot would help them become o maid when they
lefit the workhouse ot fourteen years old.

Food was small portions of plain, simple meals,
usually brend, broth, cheese and ocomsionally
meat. Second helpings were strictly forbidden
and mony people suffered from starvation during
their time ot the workhouse It was a common
punishment to miss mealtimes if you broke any

it
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n A \ictorian Workhouse

Jobs in the Workhouse

Jobs in the workhouse involved o lot of hard labour. Men were expected to
perform exhausting tasks, such as stone breaking, grinding corn and chopping
wood. Women were expected to complete domestic work, such as laundry,
scrubbing the walls and floors and other general cleaning tasks. Both men and

women took part in ‘ockum’, a task that involved unpicking old ropes for many
\ hours at a time so they could be used on ships.

The working doy in the workhouse was long. People would be woken early,
around 5 o.m., and aside from prayers and meal times, were expected to work
until they were sent to bed around 8 p.m.

Bad Reputation
Workhouses became known for their terrible conditions and high mortality rate.
Many people, including the writer Charles Dickens, were against their
use, famously using a workhouse as part of the setting for his
book, Oliver Twist, portraying them as horrid places being run IS
by cruel masters.

By 1929, new laws were introduced to allow workhouses to be
turned into hospitals and in 1930, workhouses were officially RN
closed. Because of the number of people living in workhouses, it
took a number of years before all workhouses
had disappeared.

@ * ok Puge 16 of 40 el e vkicemn @
— 4



Questions

1. Which of these is closest in meaning to the word pouper? Tick one.

(0 rich persan
() poor person
) friendly

l:.l cruel

2. Why would o man with a family not want to go to the workhouse?

3. Fill in the missing words.

Men, wwomen and were howuse in d.i_[jflrtnl.

of the building and were kept as often as passible, even when not

4. Mame three subjects boys were taught ot the workhouse

5. Tick to say whether ench job was done by men or women.

Jaoh Meri

Scrubbing the walls ond floors

Working in the fields

Elra:lhinH shones

Sewing mnd Wenving

&. Which writer used a workhouse as a setting in ane of his books?
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Victorian Workhouse

1. Why do you think diseoses sprend so guickly ond easily in workhowses?

B. ‘What do you think the best and worst aspects of the workhouses were? Use evidence from

the text to support your answer.

w *** Page ik 1 & i f#:l,



