




Success Criteria

Aim
• I can examine the concept of justice.

• I can understand that there are different concepts of justice.

• I can identity the concept of justice by reading a range of stories.



Definition of Justice.

Being fair and reasonable

Fair: Treating people equally without 
favouritism or discrimination

Reasonable: Based on good sense, 
logical, sensible, appropriate

Remember to concentrate on both words.



Is It Justice?



Justice

Was justice done in 
these stories? 

For whom? 

Was the focus on 
fairness and 

reasonableness similar 
in the stories or 

different? 



Judgement of King Solomon
(Judeo-Christian)

Two women came to King 
Solomon one day with a 

baby boy.

Each mother told the same 
story. They both lived in the 
same house, had both given 
birth to a baby boy recently, 
and that one of the boys had 
died during the night. Each 
claimed that the living baby 
boy was theirs and that the 
other had stolen it, replacing 

it with the dead child. 



There was no evidence or 
witness. King Solomon 

deliberated and then called 
for a sword. He declared 
that there was only one 

fair solution – to split the 
baby in half and give each 
woman half of the child.

Upon hearing this the 
mother of living baby boy 
cried out. “Please, give the 
baby to her – if you split 

him, he will die!” The other 
woman, however, said “It 
shall be neither mine nor 

yours, divide him.” 



King Solomon knew that 
the real mother would 

want to protect her child, 
and would prefer to give 
him to away to save his 
life. In this way, he was 

able to distinguish 
between the woman who 
was telling the truth and 
the one who was lying. 

King Solomon was able 
to give the real mother 

her baby. 



Judgement of King Solomon
(Judeo-Christian)

What does this story tell us about justice? 

Is the idea of justice here the same as in the other stories you have 
read so far?

Why/Why not?



What Is Justice?

Can you be fair and not reasonable? 

Can you be reasonable but not fair? 

What examples can you give? 

Reasonable
Fair


