
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Ruckus 
We think you’ll really enjoy watching this video and coming up with your own alternate 

ending. Each task will ask you to watch up until certain points. Make sure you watch 

only up to the time for each task and in order so you don’t spoil the ending! 

Story starters 

Cold and wet, tired and exhausted, she made her way along the path through the forest. 

This sentence makes you start to build a picture up in your mind. Who is ‘she’? What                                                                                     

time of day does this occur? What is the character wearing? What is the setting like? 

He opened the safe and it had gone. No one had the code. Who could have opened it?  

What makes these story starters grab the reader’s attention? 

Task 1: Creating a story starter and introductory paragraph 

Watch the opening sequence to ‘Ruckus’ – only the first 20 seconds. https://www.literacyshed.com/a-shed-

full-of-animations.html - you will need to scroll down to find it (should be the third video down). 

As you watch it, think about: 

 What is happening? 

 What can you see? 

 What can you hear? 

 What would you be able to smell? 

 What would you be able to taste? 

 What would you feel? 

 What adverbs, adjectives, powerful verbs                                                                        

could you use? 

Using the questions as prompts, compose an exciting starting sentence. You could do this by starting with a 

verb in the form –ing, e.g. ‘thundering’; description of the scene; with a simile, e.g. ‘like a quivering leaf’. 

Once you have written the first sentence, write a further 4-6 carefully considered sentences to create a 

paragraph that gives a powerful description for the first 20 seconds. Try to use sophisticated and challenging 

vocabulary. 

https://www.literacyshed.com/a-shed-full-of-animations.html
https://www.literacyshed.com/a-shed-full-of-animations.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Task 2: Description, Action, Dialogue 

Watch the clip up until 50 seconds. If you have 
someone at home who could help, you could act out the 

scene yourself with you being one of the brothers and/or a 

narrator. Alternatively, you could pretend that you are a 

narrator describing what you can see. Think about: 

 What might the brothers say to each other? 

 What action happens in between? 

 What could be described? 

There are six main scenes, that we have pasted screen 

grabs for on the right hand side and included some 

sentence starters you may wish to use for each one. Write 

one paragraph (or more) using DAD to move the story 

forward and to show what the brothers are like as 

characters. If you need a reminder on how to punctuate 

speech, look back at our Year 5 Grammar Help Sheet. 

Remember that speech should be used for a specific 

purpose. 

Like eagles, spying 

on their prey… 

Crash! The wooden carriage roof 

splintered under the brothers’ weight… 

Adjusting themselves, the 

brothers stood tall… 

Approaching the steel 

safe… 

The door flying off of the 

safe… 

Peering into the safe…   

The ruby, twinkling in 

the light burrowing into 

the carriage through 

the uneven wood,… 

https://godinton.kent.sch.uk/media/2267/year-5-grammar-helpsheet.pdf


Watch Ruckus up until 1 min 45 s. 

As you are watching, think about how the story                                                                                        

might end – you will probably come up with lots                                                                                                    

of ideas! 

 

If you have lots of ideas, you could bubble map                                                                                        

them to see them all in one place and then                                                                                               

decide on the one you are most excited about. 

We have included some examples below. 

 

 

Task 3: Alternative Ending 

Choose an ending and write an alternative – 

you have no more than 2 paragraphs to do this 

(no more than one page). 

You should include: 

 Dialogue – New Speaker New Line, 

punctuation “ “ , reporting clause 

 Relative clause: who, that, which 

 Varied sentence openers 

 Parenthesis , , - ( ) 

 Variety of sentence openers 

 Higher level vocabulary 

This will be a challenge because you cannot 

write a lot. You will need to be concise and be 

accurate with your word choice. 

Bank of High Level Vocabulary 

Colours: saffron, indigo, scarlet, azure, vermilion, 

antique white, firebrick, honeydew, ivory 

Dramatic verbs: snared, disturbed, smashed, 

blazed, tormented, straggling, lacerating, 

plunged, blistering, jolted, shuddered, scurried, 

obliterated, throbbing, pummelled, clenched, 

writhed, toiled, raged 

Emotions: apprehension, solemnity, melancholy, 

nausea, crestfallen, despondent, vexed, morose, 

hostile, ecstatic, contempt, restlessness, 

bewilderment, awe, panic-stricken, exasperated, 

remorse, exhilaration 

Adjectives: rigorous, merciless, relentless, 

arduous, serrated, monstrous, intolerable, 

prodigious, perilous, ruinous, obscure 

Interesting character: hesitant, insolent, 

surreptitious, negligent, impudent, compelling, 

cantankerous, evasive, fickle, immoral, cynical 


