
Plastic: What is it? 

Plastic is a very popular material. If 

you were to list all of the things 

you use that contain plastic, you 

would have lots! 

Plastic was first created by 

Alexander Parkes, a British inventor, 

in 1855. In 1907, a Belgian inventor 

created the first synthetic plastic 

(made from mainly hydrocarbon 

chains – containing Hydrogen and 

Carbon – as opposed to Parkes’ 

plastic which contained some natural 

materials). He names it Bakelite. 

After WWII, the plastic was mass 

produced and used in making trays, 

TVs, furniture, jewellery and toys.  

The word ‘plastic’ comes from the 

Greek word ‘plastikos’ which means 

‘fit for moulding’. Plastic is very 

useful: 

 It is waterproof so can be 

used to contain liquids 

without leakages 

 It can be made into 

different shapes so lots of 

different items can be made 

 It keeps thing airtight, so it 

is good for keeping food 

fresh 

Why is plastic such a problem? 

Production: making plastics needs natural products, e.g. coal, natural gas and crude 

oil. These are fossil fuels which are extracted from the earth – these resources will 

eventually run out as they take millions of years to form. Manufacturing plastic also 

releases gases into the air which contributes to global warming.  

Properties: We’ve already mentioned that plastic has properties which make it good for 

lots of jobs. It is durable but this means that it is not biodegradable and does not 

decompose (break down) easily. This means getting rid of unwanted plastic is difficult. 

Burning releases gases into the air which can cause air pollution. It is usually buried in 

landfill sites, but it can last there for decades.  

Pollution: The biggest problem with unwanted plastic is the pollution and damage it 

causes to the environment. Plastic breaks down into tiny pieces which get blown away 

by the wind and rain and so it can end up in streams, rivers and oceans. You have 

seen some of the impacts this has in Task 1.  

TASK 2 

Trying to record as many statistics as you can, watch the following videos and write 

down bullet point notes on: 

 How does plastic get into the ocean? (Causes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Our5CZz5qoU  

 What are the impacts of plastic? (Effects) https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/42810179  & 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zrn4-FfbXw 

 Are there any solutions for removing plastic or preventing more from getting 

into the ocean? (Solutions) https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zshp34j/articles/z6m7vk7  & 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQTUWK7CM-Y & https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6xlNyWPpB8  

Each video may contain information for more than one question.                           

You could use the note organiser below or your own idea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Ocean and Plastic 

Pollution 1 
Use the information and tasks on these pages to find out about the ocean and the trouble plastic causes for marine life and 

potential repercussions of plastic in the oceans. 

The Oceans 

The oceans are very important. There is a greater variety 

of life in the world’s oceans than anywhere else on land. 

The oceans also provide 99% of ALL living space on Earth 

(land only equates to 1%)!  

Use this BBC Bitesize link to find out about the Oceans. 

See if you can remember the names of all five oceans. 

Answer the questions at the bottom of the page to test 

your understanding:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk

/bitesize/topics/z849q

6f/articles/zmqwscw 

TASK 1 

Look at the WWF images below, choose 1-2 and write down what you 

can see in the photo and how it makes you feel. You will probably also 

have questions about the pictures, so you could write these down too. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Our5CZz5qoU
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/42810179
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zrn4-FfbXw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zshp34j/articles/z6m7vk7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQTUWK7CM-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6xlNyWPpB8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zmqwscw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zmqwscw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zmqwscw


 

Ocean Plastic 

Pollution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAUSES              EFFECTS 

Potential Solutions 

N.B. You may have more effects than causes or vice versa. 


