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Christians believe that Jesus told lots of stories called parables to help teach people about how they 

should live and the important things to remember. 

Your task this week is to look at some of these parables retell the stories in your own words. Then in a 

new paragraph explain what Jesus taught the people through the story. 

Your stories could be presented as a story board, cartoon strip or a straight forward retell. 

We have included some of these well known parables on this help sheets. 

But with your adults permission you might also be able to watch the stories on the links below. 

The Prodigal Son.      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJgROx4wFKM   

The Widow’s mite     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l15yrFU6dXY   

The Parable of the Sower  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9IOhGPrRvY       

The Foolish builder    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6S3cRVLMFQ   

 

Extension task suggestions for modern day parable:  

 

 Think about these morals:  

It doesn’t matter what we achieve as long as we try our best.  

 It’s always good to be kind to people even if you don’t like them. 

Can you write a story to show this moral in action. The story could be set in Biblical times or modern 

times. 

Can you come up with your own moral and write a story to show this? 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJgROx4wFKM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l15yrFU6dXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9IOhGPrRvY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6S3cRVLMFQ


The Prodigal Son Parable 

This week’s parable is about the lost son.  This story is also called the prodigal 

son.  Prodigal means to spend a lot of money on things you don't need and being very 

wasteful with what you have.  You will see that, that is exactly what this son does. 

 

This is the parable that Jesus told:  

There once was a father that had two sons.  One day the younger son said to his father, 

‘Father, could you give me my inheritance?’ (Inheritance is money the father would give his 

children after he had died.)  So the father thought about it and decided his sons could have 

the money now, and he split it evenly between them. 

 

Very soon after the younger son received the money, he decided that since he had so much 

money he would move to a different country and have some fun with it. 

When he left, he left for good.  He took every last thing he had and didn't plan on 

returning.  He wanted to be grown up and spend all his money how he wanted with no one to 

tell him what to do. So he just left.  He left a big farm with many hired men with everything 

he needed, he left his family, and more importantly he left his father who trusted him enough 

to give him the money.  This probably made his father very sad and I'm sure he missed him 

very much. 

 

While the son was gone, he spent all the money he had right away.  He didn't think to save 

any of it.  He ate out for every meal every day, he bought fancy belongings, he threw wild 

parties and spent money on many other things that God wouldn't be happy with. 

After he had spent all his money, the country he was living in became very poor and they 

hardly had enough food for everyone.  It was even worse for people who had no money 

because food became even more expensive, so it was very hard for poor people to get any 

food. 

The son was in trouble.  He had no money, no place to live, he had nothing to eat, so he had 

to get a job.  The only job he could find was feeding pigs.  He was so hungry he tried to eat 

the food that the pigs were eating but his boss caught him and told him if he ever saw him 

doing that again he would lose his job. 

That night as the son was walking home his stomach wouldn't stop growling, he was so 

hungry.  He saw some people walking towards him and he asked them if they could give him 

any money for food, but no one would give him anything.  Everyone was so poor it was hard 

to share with anyone. 

The son went to bed hungry and when he woke up he realized something.  When he lived with 

his father even the hired men had more food than they needed, and now he was starving to 

death.  At that moment he made a plan.  He would go back to his father's house and say to 

him, “I have sinned against God and against you.  I don't deserve to be called your son, so 

hire me and I will work for you." 

He knew that if he became like a hired man on his father's farm he would still be better off 

than he was right now.  He would always have a warm place to stay and food to eat.  So he 

headed for home. 

 



It took the son a long time to get home, he was just hoping that his dad would let him 

work at the farm and let him be a hired man.  The son was walking up to the farm but while 

he was still a long way off he could see someone notice him and start to run towards 

him.  He was sure that they must have been expecting someone else, no one would be 

excited to see him. 

As the person got closer he realized it was his father and he was yelling, “My son! My 

son! You are finally home!"  He couldn't believe it.  His father threw his arms around him 

and kissed him.  But the son quickly said, “Father, I have sinned against God and against 

you.  I don't deserve to be called your son..."  The son wanted to continue but the father 

said to one of his servants, “Quick!  Bring the best robe and put it on him.  Put a ring on 

his finger and sandals on his feet.  Bring the biggest calf and kill it.  Let's have a party and 

celebrate because my son was lost and is found!" 

A little while later, the older son was working in the field and heard music and dancing.  So 

he called to one of the servants and asked what was going on.  “Your brother has come 

home and your father is having a party for his return." 

This upset the older brother and he refused to go join the party.  The father heard that he 

was upset, so he went to talk to him and invited him to join the party.  But the son refused 

saying, “Look!  I have been working for you all these years and I've never disobeyed 

you.  Yet you never had a big party for me to celebrate with my friends.  But now my 

younger brother has come home, spent all the money you gave him, and you kill the biggest 

calf for him!" 

“But, my son," the father said, “you are always with me, and everything I have is 

yours.  We had to celebrate and be glad because this brother of yours was lost and now he 

is found." 
 

  



The parable of the wise and foolish builders 

 

 

 

Jesus told a parable about two men who each decided to build a house. The two men went 

out looking for the perfect place to build the house. 

The first man was very wise. He thought carefully about the kind of house he wanted to 

build. He wanted a house that was strong. If a strong wind or heavy rains came he did not 

want his house to break up or wash away. This wise man knew that the most important part 

of a house is the foundation. The foundation is the first thing that is built. It is the bottom 

of the house. The foundation has to be sturdy and strong to make the house sturdy and 

strong. 

The wise man looked everywhere and then he found the perfect place. He found a huge flat 

rock. The rock could be the foundation for the house. The wise man dug around and chipped 

the rock until it was the perfect size for his house. Then he built his house on the rock. 

After he was finished he lived in the house. Many times storms came to his house. The winds 

blew and the rains came but the wise man sat comfortably in his house. He did not worry 

about the storms because he had built his house on a rock. 

In Jesus’ parable he told of the other man that built a house. This man was foolish. He did 

not think carefully about the kind of house he should build. He just found a nice flat place 

and started building. He built his house on sand. The foundation kept slipping and sliding in 

the sand but the foolish man did not care. He just wanted to build a house. 

When the foolish man finished his house he moved in. Guess what happened when the first 

storm came? The winds blew and the rains came down and the foolish man’s house fell apart. 

It fell apart because it did not have a strong foundation. 

After Jesus told the parable he explained to the people what the parable really meant. He 

said that the wise man was like someone who listened to Jesus’ instructions and then 

followed t he instructions. Jesus’ instructions are always right. When a person builds his life 

on Jesus’ words he is building a strong foundation. He will be strong inside. 

The foolish man in the parable was like someone who listened to Jesus’ instructions but then 

did not follow them. A person that does not build his life on Jesus’ words will not have a 

strong foundation. He will be weak inside. 

The people were amazed at the parable that Jesus taught. They were happy that he made 

things very easy to understand. His parable helped them want to listen to more things that 

Jesus had to say. The parable also made them want to follow Jesus’ instructions. 


